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Greeting

Dear Colleagues,

We are delighted to announce that the Gel Symposium 2027 -15" Joint International Symposium on
Polymer Gels and Biomedical Polymers - will be jointly organized and hosted by leading researchers in
the fields of polymer gels and biomedical polymers. Since its inception in Tsukuba (1989), the
symposium has been held under the sole auspices of polymer-gel researchers, with the 14th meeting in
Okinawa (2024) marking nearly four decades of continuous success. The upcoming 15th symposium
represents a historic milestone: for the first time, it will be co-hosted with researchers in biomedical
polymers and, notably, held outside Japan. We are honored to bring this event to Taipei, Taiwan—a
rapidly emerging hub of innovation in this field.

The symposium has long provided a platform spanning fundamental research to cutting-edge challenges
in practical applications of polymer gels and related materials science and engineering. Topics include
theory, synthesis, and characterization of polymer gels, as well as their diverse applications in food,
cosmetics, healthcare, medicine, agriculture, energy, elastomers, rubber, polymer networks, and active
soft matter.

Meanwhile, researchers in biomedical polymers have a long-standing tradition of advancing the
development of materials—rooted in both synthetic and biological polymers—that contribute to human
health and well-being. In recent years, it has integrated insights from biochemistry, molecular and cell
biology, and increasingly, machine learning and data science. By collaborating across disciplines such as
medicine, pharmacy, dentistry, and veterinary science, it continues to pioneer dynamic interdisciplinary
research and foster strong partnerships with industry.

Researchers in both fields have long been at the forefront of polymer science internationally,
continuously supporting and fostering an ecosystem for the development and exchange of young
researchers, thereby driving progress in the field.

The program will feature invited lectures by leading international scholars, along with poster sessions
open for contributions from participants. Outstanding poster presentations by young researchers will be
recognized with Poster Awards.

We warmly invite you to join us in Taiwan—a close partner of Japan, connected by deep geographical
and historical ties and vibrant exchange in economy, culture, and technology. We look forward to
welcoming you to this landmark symposium.

Sincerely,
November 2025

Gel Symposium 2027)

Chairpersons
Akira Matsumoto (Institute of Science Tokyo)
Masaru Tanaka (Kyusyu University)

James Lai (National Taiwan Univ. of Science and Technology)
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